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APRIL  THE  SEVENTH,  1944 

Since  the  rapid,  and  violent,  advent  of  civilization  here  in  Central 
Africa,  and  its  concomitant  changes  and  ever-increasing  demands  on 
our  time  and  energy,  also  the  easy  access  there  now  is  even  to  once 
remote  parts  of  this  vast  Luba  land,  our  work  is  becoming  more  and 
more  centralized.  That  is  to  say,  instead  of  passing  from  one  village 
to  another  along  little  zigzag  paths,  telling  out  the  evangel  of  grace, 
which  characterized  our  pioneer  activities,  there  are  now  centers  of 
gospel  testimony  spread  over  the  land,  25  to  100  miles  separating  the 
one  from  the  other.  These  are  generally  spoken  of  as  MISSION 
STATIONS,  and  consist  of  land,  dwelling  houses,  out-buildings,  etc., 
all  registered  and  held  in  the  name  of  the  GARENGANZE  EVAN¬ 
GELICAL  MISSION.  This  is  to  conform  to  the  law  of  the  Belgian 
Congo  with  respect  to  all  Missions. 

The  service  rendered  from  these  centers  is  widely  three-fold: 

I.  ASSEMBLY 

That  is  to  say  a  church  functions  at  each  place.  It  is  made  up  of 
men  and  women  who  have  experienced  the  liberating,  remaking  power 
of  the  gospel  in  their  lives.  They  are  those  who  have  given  public 
testimony  by  consistent  living,  over  a  certain  period,  to  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  their  hearts,  and  who,  also,  have  identified 
themselves  with  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  in  the  waters  of 
baptism.  They  have,  by  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  been  incorporated 
into  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  are  mystical  members  one  of  the  other, 
owning  the  Lordship  of  Christ.  They  have  also  been  made  a  kingdom 
of  priests  to  our  God  to  render  worship  and  offer  sacrifices  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving,  to  do  good  and  give  gifts,  all  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  Himself. 

The  risen  and  exalted  Lord  continues  to  give  gifts  unto  men  for 
the  edification  of  His  body,  and  He  makes  no  exception  of  the  redeemed 
African.  In  this  community  there  are  men  able  and  competent  to  open 
the  scriptures,  and  minister  with  power  and  acceptance.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  others  to  whom  has  been  given  the  gift  of  pastor, 
whose  chief  concern  is  the  shepherding  of  the  flock.  This  fine  art  they 
learn  in  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him,  Who  is  the  good  and 
chief  Shepherd. 

Discipline  is  exercised  in  the  church  when  and  where  it  is  needful, 
in  order  that  the  testimony  may  be  without  reproach  by  those  without. 
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and  that  all  may  fear  God,  and  tremble  at  His  word.  This  exercise 
is,  we  trust,  done  lovingly,  tremblingly,  and  in  the  spirit  of  meekness, 
considering  ourselves  lest  we  also  may  fail  in  the  hour  of  testing. 

Through  the  years  assemblies  have  been  founded  in  the  villages  of 
certain  districts.  These  were  the  result  of  the  visits  of  missionaries, 
or  of  the  testimony  of  African  believers  themselves  living  among  their 
own  kith  and  kin  after  their  conversion.  The  constitution  of  these 
small  churches  is  the  same  as  those  in  the  centers  where  white  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  their  permanent  abode. 

Other  assemblies  have  been  formed  by  African  believers,  who,  after 
years  in  fellowship  with  the  Christians  at  the  Mission  stations,  have 
had  to  return,  for  good  reasons,  to  live  among  their  own  folks  in  their 
own  “home-town.” 

These  small  companies  meet  regularly  to  keep  the  “feast  of 
memories”  in  obedience  to  their  Lord’s  wish;  they  are  also  forward  in 
declaring  the  evangel  of  grace  to  those  among  whom  they  live. 

It  goes  without  saying,  that  these  assemblies  need  encouragement 
and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures  and  that,  over  and  above  any  local  gift, 
the  missionaries  at  Central  Stations  must  render  them  help  and  be 
ready  and  free  to  give,  oftentimes,  much  needed  counsel. 

In  these  days  of  easy  intertribal  communications  there  are  many 
strange  conflicting  voices  not  heard  before  by  our  Africans.  Many 
of  them  returning  from  industrial  centers,  where  they  have  spent  years, 
and  contacted  their  fellows  holding  beliefs  different  to  those  they, 
themselves,  had  been  taught,  are  confused  in  their  thinking  and  have 
many  questions  to  ask. 

In  these  circumstances  it  is  essential  that  missionaries  should  be  in 
close  touch  with  these  outlying  assemblies  and  able,  intelligently,  to 
help  them  in  solving  the  various  problems  arising  among  them. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  an  interesting  and  attractive  life  of 
service  here  ready  for  men  unattached,  and  untrammelled  by  home 
ties,  and  household  duties;  men  who  appreciate  and  value  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  assembly  gathering;  to  give  their  time  and  energy  to  visiting 
such  groups  of  believers  and  establish  them  in  their  faith. 

These  men,  accompanied  by  African  evangelists,  might  well,  and 
with  profit  to  all,  visit  the  villages  where  there  is  no  permanent 
witness  to  the  power  of  Christ  to  save. 

In  all  evangelistic  preaching  it  is  more  necessary  than  ever  before, 
to  underline  the  sinfulness  of  sin,  and  the  need  of  a  Savior.  Also,  to 
emphasize  clearly  that  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  pregnant  as  it  is  with 
deep  spiritual  meaning,  and  even  church  membership  and  education, 
can  not  take  the  place  of  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in  our 


4 


Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  short,  the  individual  must  have  some  measure 
of  conviction  of  sin  leading  to  spiritual  crisis:  “What  must  I  do  to 
be  saved?” 

It  should  be  remembered  that  here  in  Africa  the  missionary  is 
“slumming”  in  the  highways  and  by-ways  of  hundreds  of  years  of 
heathenism,  and  that  only  the  gospel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation,  can  change  men.  Some  years  ago,  a  writer,  commending  the 
work  of  the  Salvation  Army  in  the  slums  of  England,  told  of  “Broken- 
Earthenware,”  and  of  the  miracles  of  the  great  POTTER  in  re-making 
men  and  women  so  that  they  became  new  creations.  The  conditions 
he  described  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  sphere  of  those  broken  folks 
are  similar  to  those  obtaining  here  in  Central  Africa,  and  as  in  England, 
and  other  countries,  so  also  here  in  Africa  the  same  message  told  forth 
in  the  same  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  alone  make  men  anew. 

The  normal  condition  of  the  Church,  through  the  ages,  has  been  that 
of  difficulty.  Difficulties  arising  from  within  the  body  corporate  have 
always  proved  a  source  of  impotence,  and  have  brought  righteous 
judgment  in  their  train.  The  most  destructive  of  these  has  been 
jealousy  in  all  its  subtle  and  sinister  manifestations  and  variations, 
and  as  the  years  pass  it  abates  not  one  tittle  in  its  distressing  and 
devastating  effects  on  all  the  wide  terrain  of  gospel  testimony,  and 
effort.  It  is  true,  today,  that  the  works  of  the  flesh,  even  religious 
in  its  professions,  are  still  “jealousies,  wrath,  strife,  etc.”  On  the 
other  hand,  troubles  and  persecutions  from  without  have  always  been 
God's  method  for  cleansing  and  stimulating  the  church  as  a  whole. 
The  extraordinary,  rapid  spread  of  “Russellism”  (Watch-Tower  Move¬ 
ment)  in  Central  Africa  with  its  erroneous  teaching  on  prophecy  has 
led  to  persecution  and,  even,  imprisonment  of  some  of  the  African 
brethren,  whose  only  offence  seems  to  have  been  the  possession  of 
the  New  Testament,  in  their  own  tongue,  and  the  signing  of  a  letter  of 
commendation  for  a  fellow-christian  to  an  assembly  at  a  distance. 
This  pernicious  doctrine  came  to  Katanga  from  Rhodesia  with  men 
seeking  employment  in  our  Copper  and  Tin  Mines. 

Their  clandestine  meetings,  and  nocturnal  baptizings,  generally  fol¬ 
lowed  by  immoral  practices,  engendering  a  spirit  of  revolt,  forced  our 
government  to  take  drastic  measures  to  suppress  the  movement, 
which  they  consider  to  be  political  in  its  issues. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  authorities  have  become 
suspicious  of  any  company  of  Africans  meeting  on  their  own  to  read, 
sing,  pray,  and  administer,  as  they  say,  the  “holy  elements  of  the 
Mass.”  They  insist  that  such  groups  of  believers  be  supervised,  and 
directed,  by  missionaries  of  bona-fide  missions,  in  whom  they  express 
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full  confidence  that  nothing  will  be  permitted  that  would  undermine  the 
government’s  authority,  nor  be  detrimental  to  its  administration. 

Here,  then,  is  another  reason  for  free  men  to  join  us  in  the  care  of 
the  scattered  groups  of  believers  in  Katanga,  often  only  “two  or  three’’ 
gathering  in  His  name,  and  help  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  scriptures 
as  to  their  conduct,  and  loyalty  to  the  State,  and  in  fulfilling  their 
obligations  thereto. 


II.  SCHOOL 

The  education  of  the  primitive  African  is  a  question  much  debated, 
and  one  on  which  many  divergent  views  are  held  in  regard  to  its  extent 
and  scope.  In  our  own  district,  for  several  reasons,  the  aim  is  to  teach 
the  children  in  all  the  villages  to  read  the  scriptures  in  their  own  tongue, 
and  to  have  them  daily  under  the  influence  of  evangelistic  teaching. 

Discipline  is  also  necessary,  for  the  African  children  know  nothing 
of  this  healthy  exercise  in  their  homes. 

In  this  work  in  the  village-schools  a  band  of  men  help — all  of 
them  members  of  the  assembly,  and  some  of  them  specially  commended 
by  it  for  full-time  service.  This  involves  the  members  of  the  church 
in  a  definite  responsibility  to  those  whom  they  have  thus  set  free,  and 
evidence  is  not  lacking  that,  during  the  past  few  years,  they  have 
endeavored  to  fulfill  their  obligations  in  this  respect.  Thus  a  founda¬ 
tion  of  something  permanent  is  being  laid  in  regard  to  assembly  testi¬ 
mony  and  fellowship  in  the  gospel.  Moreover,  the  minds  of  the 
children  are  becoming  impregnated  by  the  truths  of  the  scriptures, 
and  by  the  commandments,  which  are  God’s  “schoolmaster”  teaching 
them  His  claims  upon  them,  and  leading  them  to  a  knowledge  of  sin, 
and  of  their  need  of  a  Savior,  Who  alone  can  forgive  sins. 

Thus,  the  rising  generation,  in  all  the  villages  around,  is  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception,  or  rejection,  of  the  message  of  the  grace  of 
God  revealed  in  Christ. 


III.  MEDICAL 

1  his  also  is  an  important  avenue  of  approach  to  Man-Soul.  The 
Dispensary,  and  now  the  Maternity  Home,  continue  to  bring  into 
contact  with  the  missionaries  many  needy  folks,  affording  them  oppor¬ 
tunities,  not  only  of  healing  their  poor  sin-stricken  bodies,  but  also 
of  bringing  them  into  personal  touch  with  the  great  Healer,  Who  alone 
can  impart  healing  and  health  to  their  sin-sick  souls.  Many  come  from 
afar,  and  while  under  our  care  have  to  be  fed  and  lodged.  The  gospel 
is  preached  to  them  every  morning  before  treatments  are  given,  and 
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when  the  time  comes  for  them  to  leave,  for  their  homes  over  the  hills, 
a  few  of  them,  at  least,  go  with  some  understanding  of  the  story  of 
Jesus,  and  His  love  to  them.  What  the  results  will  be  of  this  broad¬ 
casting  of  the  message  of  life,  and  salvation  from  sin’s  power  and 
thraldom,  who  can  say?  Even  now,  there  are  some  who  testify  to 
having  received  definite  spiritual  blessing  through  this  ministry  of 
healing. 

The  government  is  especially  interested  in  this  branch  of  service, 
and  provide  the  greater  part  of  the  medicines  which  are  necessary  to 
carry  it  on.  Some  of  the  drugs,  essential  in  combatting  certain  virulent 
diseases  common  in  these  parts,  are  most  expensive,  and  it  is  only 
through  the  State’s  generosity  in  this  respect  that  they  are  prevented 
from  spreading,  and  much  suffering  is  alleviated. 

A  doctor  and  several  fully  qualified  nurses  would  find  here  a  life 
full  of  interest  and  usefulness.  But  they  must  be  God-called;  God- 
equipped,  for  then,  for  them,  the  care  and  healing  of  the  bodies  of 
these  folks  would  be  only  an  approach  to  the  spiritual  sanctuary  of 
their  beings,  and  not  the  beginning  and  end  of  their  concern. 

#  *  >}:  *  * 

For  this  three-fold,  and  far-reaching,  service  we  solicit  your  prayers 
and  help,  and  in  doing  so  assure  you  of  our  sincere  thankfulness  and 
appreciation  of  the  encouragement  you  have  already  given  us. 

John  Alexander  Clarke 

Mulongo, 

Elisabethville, 

Congo  Belge. 
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